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Introduction
Hello, my name is Lossien!
I’ve been cosplaying since 2003, and over the past…
really long time, I’ve learned a thing or two about making
costumes. I went from almost no sewing knowledge to
winning workmanship awards at major Canadian
conventions (like Anime North and Fan Expo Toronto) as
well as judging craftsmanship and presentation.
I went through school for Fashion Design, and now I
work in costumes for film and television. I get to see and
work with so many talented designed and tailors, and
they’ve taught me more than I ever could have learned
on my own.
When I started cosplaying at the turn of the millennia, it
was nearly impossible to figure out how to make
complicated anime and gaming costumes. Now that it’s
nearly twenty years later, I want to share what I have
learned for everyone else who’s just starting out, or
stuck, or just wants to double check what they’re doing.
So, basically, here’s a handy how-to guide for a simple
50’s inspired petticoat/crinoline, that I am personally
using for level 10 Jester from Critical Role.
Good luck crafting, and please show me how you use this pattern!

Twitter: @Lossien
Instagram: @lossiengxg
Facebook: Lossien
Photos on this page are taken by Vera a’ Lossien and used with his permission, all tutorial photos and
sketched are created by Lossien for the purpose of this tutorial

Step 1: Measurements
Your Measurements
Waist: This is the smallest measurement of your
torso, and also where the waistband of the circle skirt
will sit. The elastic will gravitate to your waist as you
wear it.
Hips: The widest part of your bottom half, usually not
at the hip bones but around the widest part of your
bum. We need this measurement because the skirt
needs to slip over your bum to get on.
Length: This is, however long you would like the skirt
to be, from the waist to the hem/bottom edge. The
example here is to the knee.
Elastic Width: How wide is your elastic? For the
purposes of getting fabric, you can always input the
widest amount and change it later.

Unchanging Measurements:
Seam Allowance: This is how much extra we will be
putting on the waistband and waist sections to sew.
Usually kept at .5”.
Hem Allowance: This is how much extra we put
around the hem to hem properly, usually 1”.
Ease: This is a little bit of extra in the hip
measurement to make it easier to get in and out of,
automatically calculated at 2”.

Step 2: Buying materials
Material: See chart for how much material you need.
PLEASE NOTE: if your circle skirt is too long and needs “2 lengths”, then you will be placing the pattern
on the selvage end and cutting 2, instead of placing it on the fold.
If your circle skirt requires 3 or more lengths, then it is too long for the material. You may get around this
by piecing the material together to make it wider.
Circle skirts can be made with almost any material! The stiffer the material is, the more rigid the skirt
will be. If the material is very light and flowy, it will fall beautifully. I’ve used spandex, PVC, twill, cotton,
sateen, and so many others!
Elastic: See chart for measurement. Elastic should be between .75” and 2”, and be the length of your
waist plus 2”.
Thread: We need the thread to match the material for the hem and the waistband. Get the closest
colour you can. When in doubt, go for a slightly darker shade.
Pins
Safety Pin
Measuring Tape

Step 3: Prewashing Fabric
Always pre-wash your fabric before you start your sewing project. Check the instructions when you buy
it. Remember, how you pre-wash your fabric is how you will need to wash the finished circle skirt when
you are done.
When in doubt, I recommend washing in cold water and hanging to dry.

Step 4: Making The Pattern
4-1: Mark Along Fold
In this image, the black line is the folded edge
of the fabric. Mark your first mark towards
the top of your pre-washed fabric.

These instructions are specifically if you only
need 1 length of fabric for your circle skirt.
If you need 2 lengths, follow the instructions
on the next page.

4-1B: If Skirt is Too Long for Folded Fabric

<If the black line is the selvedge (or raw) edge of the fabric, draw a new line in
from that, to where the fabric is all one weave. Sometimes the selvage part
of the fabric is a different weave and can warp your skirt.

<- From here, measure in again the seam
allowance amount and draw a new vertical
line.

Treat this new vertical line as the ‘Fold Edge’
for the rest of the pattern instructions.

4-2: Mark Hem Allowance
Mark down from the first point (the blue dot) the amount we have for
Hem Allowance along the folded edge line (the red dot).

(Currrent step will always be in red, past steps will be in blue).

4-3: Mark Length
Next, mark down the Length along the folded edge line.

4-4: Draw Waist Circle
Using Measurement A (Hip length plus Ease,
divided by 2), create a half circle along the
folded edge, starting at the last mark we made.
I eyeball it with a tape measure, then trace it
out.

We use the hip measurement plus ease because
it needs to be able to slide over our hips!

4-5: Mark Length
From the end of the waist mark, measure down the Length again
and mark.

4-6: Mark Hem Allowance
Measure down the Hem Allowance amount and mark again.

4-7: Mark Length
Now, going along the waist measurement, we need to measure
out the Length at various points to make sure that in step 4-9,
we can draw a full circle all the way around.
You can add more lines going out if that makes it easier to
connect them later.

4-8: Mark Hem Allowance
From those lines or ‘spokes,’ measure out the Hem
Allowance as well.

4-9: Connect Lines
Connect all of the marks on the outer rim, creating 2 large half
circles.
The inside circle is the Length mark, and the outer circle is the
Hem Allowance mark (where we will be cutting).

4-10: Seam Allowance
Along the inside waist mark, measure in the seam
allowance amount and mark, then connect.
You now have a seam allowance at the waist.

4-11: Label
This is the Circle Skirt Pattern, all that’s left is the
Waistband Pattern!

4-12: Mark Straight Line
Along the edge of the paper (or fabric) mark a long horizontal line.

4-13: Mark Hip Length
Measure out Measurement B (hip length plus ease) and mark on the line.

4-14: Mark Seam Allowance
Measure the Seam Allowance amount up from the first line and mark another line across.

4-15: Mark Elastic Width
Measure up again, this time, the Elastic Width. Mark it with another horizontal line.

4-16: Mark Elastic Width (Again)
Measure up again elastic width and mark with another horizontal line.

4-17: Mark Seam Allowance
Measure up one last time the seam allowance amount and mark it with the last horizontal line.

4-18: Mark Length
From the marks we made much earlier on (Measurement B), draw vertical lines that connect from top
to bottom.

4-19: Mark Side Seam Allowance

Measure out the seam allowance from the last lines mark, making additional vertical lines.

4-20: Label and Finished Pattern
The middle line (between the 2 elastic width measurements) is the fold line, and here is our finished
pattern piece!
Your waistband pattern is probably going to look much longer and thinner than this piece, this is just a
sample to give you an idea.

Step 5: Sewing
5-1: Cut out
Start by cutting out the circle skirt and waistband patterns.
PROTIP: Because the circle skirt pattern is so simple, it is
easy to draft on the actual fabric.

5-2: Hang (24 Hours)
Using a pant hanger, clip the circle skirt by the waist and
hang it somewhere.

Allow it to hang for AT LEAST 24 hours.

Once the 24 hours is up, lay it flat again and ensure that
it is still the same measurements.
Sometimes the weave will relax, and then the circle will
no longer be a circle!

5-3: Sew Waistband Together
Fold the waistband in half lengthwise, so that the seam
allowance on the short vertical sides match up.
Sew along the sewing line.

5-4: Press Open Waistband
Take your waistband to the ironing board and
iron the seam you just sewed flat.
Ironing it flat means pushing the seam allowance
to either side to that the seam lays as flat as
possible.

5-5: Press Waistband in Half
Fold the waistband in half (along the elastic band
height mark) and press, with the good side out.

5-6: Attach Waistband to Skirt
Unfold the waistband again.
Pin the good side of the waistband
to the good side of the waist of the
circle skirt (‘bad’ side, where the
visible waistband seam is, will be
both facing out, and the sides you
can see).
Sew all the way around.

5-7: Press Seam Allowance Up
Push the seam allowance from the waistband and
skirt up into the waistband and iron/press it flat to
hold it in that position.

PROTIP: since the circle skirt is rounded, do this a
small section at a time to avoid putting creases into
the skirt.

5-8: Fold Waistband
Fold the waistband again, and press to make sure. It should cover the stitching line of what we have just
sewn.

5-9: Fold Under Seam Allowance
Fold under the seam allowance on the
waistband. Make sure that the fold is just past
the stitching line, so we cannot see the stitching
line from the inside (what we are currently
looking at).

5-10: Pin on Right Side
Pin the waistband in place from the right side.
Again, make sure that the fold on the inside is just
longer than this seam on the outside.

5-11: Stitch in the Ditch
On the right side, stitch along the seam line to attach
the waistband from behind.
Do not sew on either side of the waistband seam for
1” (each side) as we will still need to put the elastic
in.
This is why we had to make sure that the fold under
on the wrong side was longer than the seam.
By ‘stitching in the ditch’ (inside the earlier seam), it
attaches the waistband without visible stitching.
If this is too difficult, you can sew along the edge of
the waistband.

PROTIP: Use your fingers to pull the seam to either
side and ensure that you’re stitching as in that line as
possible.

5-12: Safety Pin Elastic
Put a safety pin through one end of the elastic. This will give
something to hold onto and feel as we feed the elastic through
the waistband.

5-13: Feed Elastic
Put the elastic safety-pin first into the opening of
the waistband that we didn’t stitch down.
Holding the bottom of the safety pin in place,
scrunch the waistband over the safety pin, then
switch to holding the front of the safety pin and pull
the waistband down over the elastic. Do this little
by little to feed the elastic through the waistband.
PROTIP: If you accidentally stitched it all the way
around, simply seam rip part of the last stitch to
open it again.

5-14: Pin Elastic End
Once the elastic is fed into the waistband, pin the other end
onto the skirt so that it doesn’t accidentally get pulled in.

5-15: Pull Out Elastic
Pull out the end of the elastic that you have
been feeding through the waistband.
Note: the waistband will be wrinkled and too
big for the elastic, this is what we want!

5-16: Pin Elastic Together
Make sure that the elastic is lying flat the entire
length of the waistband and when it comes out.
Pin about 1” on top of itself, to make sure that it is
one unbroken, flat piece that does not twist.

5-17: Sew Elastic Together
Pull extra elastic out of the
waistband to have enough to sew
comfortably.
Use a zigzag stitch along the top and
bottom overlaid pieces.

5-18: Pull Elastic into Waistband
The easiest way to get all of the elastic into the
waistband is to stretch the waistband.
The elastic should ‘pop’ back into place, as
pictured.

5-19: Stitch in Ditch
On the right side, stitch in the ditch the final 2” that
we left open for the elastic since the elastic is now
inside.
Make sure that the seam allowance for the waistband
is still over the stitching line so that you sew the
waistband down as you sew in this stitching line.

5-20: Fold Over Hem
Fold over the hem about ¼ -½ ”. Make sure you
are looking at the ‘wrong side’ of the garment. Fold
into it so that the folded side is on the wrong side,
or inside of the garment.
Because the hem is curved, work a small section at
a time (I usually work 4-6 inches at a time).
You will need to use your fingers to make it even as
you go.

5-21: Press Hem
Iron the hem, we have just sewn.

5-22: Fold Over Hem (Again)
Fold the hem over again by ¼- ½ ”. This will
hide the ‘raw’ edge inside the hem.

5-23: Press Hem (Again)
Press the hem again.

PROTIP: Place a safety pin in the hem when
pressing, so you know where you started. It’s easy
to get confused because there is a lot of hem to
press!

5-24: Finished!
And now you have a finished circle skirt!

Step 6: Wear and Care
Since you pre-washed the fabric, the care for the finished circle skirt is just the same washing
instructions.

I like to hang my skirts, but it’s up to you how you’d like to store it, and it depends on where the rest of
the costume is.
As with every time, have fun, and please share your projects with me!

