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Introduction 

Hello, my name is Lossien! 

I’ve been cosplaying since 2003, and over the past… 

really long time, I’ve learned a thing or two about making 

costumes.  I went from almost no sewing knowledge to 

winning workmanship awards at major Canadian 

conventions (like Anime North and Fan Expo Toronto) as 

well as judging craftsmanship and presentation. 

I went through school for Fashion Design, and now I 

work in costumes for film and television.  I get to see and 

work with so many talented designed and tailors, and 

they’ve taught me more than I ever could have learned 

on my own. 

When I started cosplaying at the turn of the millennia, it 

was nearly impossible to figure out how to make 

complicated anime and gaming costumes.  Now that it’s 

nearly twenty years later, I want to share what I have 

learned for everyone else who’s just starting out, or 

stuck, or just wants to double check what they’re doing. 

So, basically, here’s a handy how-to guide for a simple 

50’s inspired petticoat/crinoline, that I am personally 

using for level 10 Jester from Critical Role. 

Good luck crafting, and please show me how you use this pattern! 

 

Twitter: @Lossien 

Instagram: @lossiengxg 

Facebook: Lossien 

Photos on this page are taken by Vera a’ Lossien and used with his permission, all tutorial photos and 

sketched are created by Lossien for the purpose of this tutorial 

Jester Lavorre is a character created by Laura Bailey for the livestream Dungeons and Dragons game 

Critical Role (Campaign 2), with dungeon master (and world builder) Matther Mercer. 

  



Step One: Fill out the Excel sheet 

EXCEL SHEET: Green: Where you can input measurements 

Waist measurement: Usually 

just above or near belly button, 

commonly the smallest/most 

narrow part of the torso 

Hip Measurement: Widest area 

of the bum/hip area 

Length: From waist to around 

knee length, depending on your 

required length 

Number of Tiers: How many 

pieces you want vertically– this 

is set up for 4 to 6 tiers total 

(this pattern is only meant to go 

to about mid-calf at the longest, 

and just above the knee at the 

shortest) 

Fabric Width: The width of the fabric you want to use (usually 115cm, or 

150cm) 

This section may need to be filled out after you have looked at different fabrics and decided on the fabric 

width – or you can input two different widths and make note of the different amounts needed before you 

go shopping. 

 

  



Step Two: Buying materials 

Needed Materials (see excel sheet for amounts): 

Top Tier Material: This should be a medium weight opaque (non-see-

though) fabric.  I suggest a cotton/polyester twill, or you can use a 

cotton twill, a quilting cotton, a suiting material, or any other medium 

weight material (the clearance section is great to check!) 

Tiers 2-4 or 2-6 materials: This should be a stiff material, (or medium 

stiffness in Jester’s case).  Usually it is all one material.  You can use 

organza, crinoline netting, or any other stiff material for a very poufy 

crinoline.  You can also use netting, tulle, voile, or any other medium 

stiffness fabric to get what I had for this tutorial (check the drapery 

section of your local fabric store for random material and good deals) 

Bias binding for bottom edge: any sort of bias binding works – this 

will stop the bottom of the crinoline from catching on your skirt 

overtop, your leggings/tights underneath, or scratching your legs 

Elastic for waist: I recommend between 2 cm – 4cm (¾”-1.5”) width, you can usually get black or white, 

whichever matches your top tier material best 

Additional Items: Thread to match your material (2 large spools suggested), waxed or thick upholstery 

thread, a safety pin, straight pins, fabric-only scissors, seam ripper 

OPTIONAL: Ribbon for each edge: (inside, to help stop fraying), I recommend between 1.5cm – 2.5cm 

width.  Too small and it’s hard to fit the fraying bits/seam allowance inside, too wide and it doesn’t want 

to always lay flat 

 

Step Three: Prewashing Fabric 

By now, you should have your finished excel sheet with the amounts of materials needed!  We’ll be 

referencing it quite a bit, so keep it handy. 

Once you purchased your material, you need to PREWASH it. I recommend washing in cold water and 

hanging to dry – especially if you don’t know the washing directions (which are common for clearance 

fabric). 

Sometimes, after prewashing, if the fabric is wrinkled, you will need to IRON it.  It takes time, but it is 

1000% easier to do BEFORE you sew it together.  With this style of petticoat, it is nearly impossible to do 

afterward.  



Step Four: Cutting out the fabric 

Here’s where we’ll be looking at that handy excel sheet again. 

Top Tier:  

We’ll be cutting out a rectangle in the HEIGHT and LENGTH 

listed on the excel sheet.  This should result in a rectangle 

shape.   

You may need to cut out more than one strip if your hip 

measurement + 2” is wider than your fabric (so that the 

finished petticoat can slide over your hips).  The lower red 

circle shows you how many strips of fabric you will need. 

Mark the middle of the HEIGHT – for example, this 

document states the height is 35cm, so we mark the middle 

at 19.5cm 

 

 

 

Tiers 2-4 (or 2-6): 

Please make note of the HEIGHT of your strips (top red 

circle) and how many strips you need for each tier. 

I find it easier to keep the fabric folded in half (so that the 

non-cut or SELVAGE ends line up).  From the cut end, mark 

the HEIGHT of the tiers along the length of the fabric (from 

folded edge to selvage edge).  This is your first strip. 

Repeat until you have enough strips for each tier (second 

red circle shows how many strips you need to cut out for 

each tier).  You can choose to mark them all out first and 

then cut them, or mark and cut one at a time. 

You will be making 2 of each tier except the 1st tier (as 

calculated on the excel sheet – just cut as many as it says) to 

get the right amount of poof – one will be visible on the 

outside, and one will be on the inside, so it is a LOT of strips!  

PRO-TIP: Keep your tiers in separate piles for easier sewing if the material is all the same. 



 

Step Five: Sewing 

 

 

5-1  Lay out the tiers 

Lay out all of your tiers into piles, with the first tier at the top, 

and the last tier on the bottom.  I’ve used a pink material as 

my 3rd tier to more easily differentiate the steps. This tutorial 

is made with 4 tiers, but it is easy to replicate step 5-17 in 

order to complete 5 or 6 tiers. 

 

 

 

5-2 Separate the last tier 

Pull the bottom tier from your piles and separate 

it into two equal amounts.  This is easily done 

with strips by putting an equal amount into each 

pile.  If there is an uneven amount, simply cut 

the final strip in half and place each half in the 

new piles. 

 

 

5-3 Pin the strips together 

In each of your 2 piles, you will now want to pin the strips 

together so that you end up with 2 veeerrry long pieces of 

material.  Make sure that you are always pinning the same 

way, so that all the pins are on one side (pins should be on 

the ‘wrong side’ if doing a regular seam, ‘right side’ if doing 

a French seam). 

  



5-4a Sewing the strips together (Regular Seam) 

Sew the strips together as pinned, right side to right side, or ‘good side’ to 

‘good side’.  Your ‘good side’ or right side is the side of the fabric you want 

everyone to see at the end.  Some fabrics don’t have a right or wrong side 

(most crinoline netting or tulle) but some do, so make sure you pay 

attention. 

Make sure to take the pins out before you sew!  DO NOT sew over pins! 

 

5-4b Sewing the strips together (French Seam) 

Organzas, voiles, and lots of other materials fray.  To combat this, we can create what’s called a French 

Seam that will make sure there is no edging or fraying seen at the end.  

Start by sewing your wrong sides together.  This means the fabric is now inside out. 

Next, trim alongside the seam, leaving 3mm – 6mm.  The smaller you 

can trim it, the easier it is.  Make sure you DO NOT cut into the sewing 

line.  If you do, you will have to sew the line again a little further in, so 

that it is unbroken. 

Once the edge is trimmed, flip the seam 

around so that the trimmed edge is now 

inside the fabric. This also means that 

the right sides are together. 

Sew again, this time 6mm-2cm inside 

from that seam edge.  This will ensure 

that the seam allowance from the first 

stich we did is hidden inside the new stitch.  You can see on the photo 

how this works. 

Now, when you open the 

seam to see the right or ‘good 

side’ of the fabric, you have a 

finished seam, and there’s a 

finished seam on the inside, 

so there won’t be any fraying. 

  



5-5 Repeat steps 5-1 – 5-4 for second 

bottom tier 

Congratulations, you’ve made one of the 

bottom tiers!  We need 2 of them, so we’re 

going to repeat those last 5 steps and make 

another strip. 

 

 

5-6 Repeat forever 

Repeat the previous steps for all of the other tiers except 1st tier.  I like to go tier by tier, and keep things 

organized visually by putting it on the floor (or table, which is probably better).  Because there is so 

much fabric in each tier, I kept it in piles.  My fabric also was NOT prone to creasing or wrinkling, so it 

didn’t impact the final petticoat.  If your material wrinkles easily, I suggest nicely folding each tier.  I also 

suggest folding each tier if you’re going to be doing it over a longer period of time, instead of attempting 

to power through it in one day like I did (and I didn’t get it done that quickly…). 

 

 



5-6 Lay it out again 

Here’s the final piles, where each tier is laid out, the two strips 

beside themselves, with the top piece at the top. 

 

5-8 Separate the bottom two tiers 

I start with one of each of 

the bottom 2 tiers (tiers 3 

and 4 in this example).  In 

this instance, the very 

bottom tier (tier 4) is the 

white, and the second-

bottom tier (tier 3) is the 

pink. 

5-9 Zigzag stitch waxed thread 

For this step, we will need the bottom most layer (layer 4 for this 

example), your waxed or thick-upholstery thread, and a zigzag stitch 

on the machine.  You will want to set your machine to a zigzag stich (it 

looks like Z’s) very wide, and a long length – as long as possible. 

Laying your fabric face up (or ‘good side’ up), you will place the wax 

thread down along the top edge, and zigzag stitch around the thread.  

This means that the stitch you are making with the machine doesn’t 

touch the waxed thread – it stays 

floating in the middle.  I like to tie 

off the end of the waxed thread 

so that it doesn’t slip out. 

You should be sewing this waxed thread just inside of you SEAM 

ALLOWANCE (marked on the excel sheet). For example, if your seam 

allowance is 2cm, make sure the edge of the zigzag sits at the 2cm 

line. 

Take your time for this step – it is a very long strip, but you have to 

make sure the waxed thread DOES NOT get caught in the stich you 

are sewing – it just nestles inside. 

 



5-10 Mark the eighths 

Now that you have the thread set, lay the two tiers 

face up, and mark the eighths along the length. On 

the bottom layer, you will mark it along the top 

edge (where the zigzag stitch and waxed thread is), 

and on the upper layer, you will mark it along the 

bottom edge.  I do this with pins, because I find it 

easier. 

You can measure both to be sure, or you can fold it in half, then half again, and then half again, marking 

where every fold is.  This gives you eighths. 

 

 

 

5-11 Pin together 

Now you want to flip the bottom layer onto the top, so that 

the top edge of the bottom tier lines up with the bottom 

edge of the top tier… meaning that where you pinned is on 

the same edge. 

Line up your pins, starting from one edge, and pin the tiers 

together at your eighth markings.  There will be LOTS of 

extra fabric from the bottom layer in between the pins – 

this is what 

we want! 

  



5-12 Gather the bottom tier 

Now that the tiers are pinned together, we need to make the 

bottom tier the same length as the top tier.  To do this, firmly 

grasp the waxed thread that you had zigzag stitched onto the 

bottom tier and pull it.  If you did it correctly, the material of the 

bottom tier will start to gather. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRO TIP: Work section by section!  You can use a seam ripper 

to gently pull the waxed thread at another pinned placement, 

so that you can work one section at a time. 

 

Use your fingers to pull the gathers, spacing them out between 

the pins.  Continue to pull the waxed thread until the first section 

of pinned fabric is the 

same length as the fabric 

underneath.  Make sure 

that the fabric underneath 

(the shorter tier) is lying 

flat and isn’t wrinkling.   

 

 

 

 

PRO TIP: Wrap the extra wax thread around the pin to keep your gathers 

from undoing.  Just make sure to un-pin and un-wrap it right before you 

stitch the seam. 



5-12 Sew the tiers together 

Placing the pinned and gathered edge below your foot, make sure 

to sew the two pieces of fabric together.  You want to be just on 

the edge of the zigzag, right at your seam allowance amount. 

Make sure your machine is back 

to a regular straight stitch before 

you sew again!  I like to use 

about a 3 length – not too small 

and not too long. 

Use your fingers to spread the 

gathers out and flatten them to 

sew properly.  You want to make 

sure that the fabric is going straight down or straight up – sometimes 

the extra bits like to fold under itself, and then you see fraying edges 

on the good side of the fabric.  So, once again, take your time to 

make sure the gathers are lying right as you’re sewing them down. 

 

5-13 A finished Ruffle/Repeat 

And here’s your first gather!  Now, repeat steps 5-9 to 5-12 for the second set of bottom ruffles. 

  



5-14 Bias binding 

I like to bias bind the hem (bottom most edge) before 

getting too far – the further you go, the more everything 

gathers, and the harder it is to sew this step.  It’s fairly 

simple with bought bias binding, which I recommend 

(because it isn’t worth the work of making this many yards of 

binding). 

Simply open the bias binding so that you can see the inside.  

Place the fabric so that it touches the fold on the inside (or 

the middle section).  If it’s too deep, it will fold in on itself 

and try to slip out; if it’s too shallow it will pull itself out 

when you’re trying to sew it. 

Once it’s placed, allow the bias binding to fold again.  Pinning 

at this stage makes it easier to hold the bias binding in place 

as you are sewing. 

Sew along the edge closest to the fabric to keep the 

bias binding on.  Make sure the fabric is deep enough 

in the binding so that it doesn’t pull out. 

Once again, this is going to take forever because we’re 

working on the longest tier.  Take your time, breathe, 

and it’s okay to walk away for a break if you find 

yourself getting frustrated. 

 

  



OPTIONAL STEP: RIBBON BINDING 

If your fabric frays, and you want a nice, clean look, 

this is the part where you add some ribbon over the 

sewn edge to hide all of the fraying. 

To start, sew the ribbon along the sewing line we just 

did – the one that held the gathers down.  Make sure 

that the gathers are facing up. 

 

Next, trim the fraying 

fabric so that it is 

narrower than the 

ribbon – you don’t want 

to see the seam 

allowance at all once the 

pieces are laid out. 

 

 

 

Now we spread open the seam, so that one tier is going down 

and one is going up.  Gently use your hands to keep the seam 

as open as possible (gently pull the fabric both ways) so that 

the fabric lays flat.  Sew down the ribbon along the top edge, 

where the gathers are not. 

The ribbon should be on the inside of the tiers. 

 

 

PRO-TIP Make sure your bobbin thread (underneath) matches the smaller 

tier fabric, as this is what will be seen when you are finished. 

 

  



5-15 Pinning the next tiers 

Now we’re onto the fun part.  Place your two sewn-together tiers 

(tier 3&4) down, right side up.  Zigzag stitch your waxed thread onto 

the top edge just like in step  5-9. Mark the eighths with pins along 

the top, where we’ve zigzag 

stitched, like in step 5-10 

Now, lay out the next tier (tier 2 

in this example) face up, and 

mark out the eighths with pins 

again, along the bottom. 

Place the bottom tiers (sewn 

together) onto the next tier up, 

lining up the pins, good sides to 

good sides. 

 

 

 

5-16 Gather the tiers 

Repeat step 5-12 to gather the tiers together.  Make sure the smaller tier 

is lying flat and isn’t wrinkled or bunched up at all.  Sew together. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRO-TIP: double and triple check that your tiers are going on right 

side to right side!  This is to make sure it looks right when you are 

finished. 

 

  



5-17 Repeat on all tiers (except 1st) 

Repeat the process or steps 5-15 to 5-17 until you have two sets of ruffles and only the 1st tier left. 

 

5-18 Lay out the 1st tier 

Lay your 1st/top tier out flat, right side up, and mark it in quarters along the top and bottom edge (these 

edges should be the LENGTH measurement from earlier) 

 

 

 

 

5-19  Place the other tiers 

Place the other finished tiers, right side up, above and 

below the 1st tier.  (One side will end up inside, and one 

out) 

  



5-20 Gather the 2nd tier 

Zigzag stitch the waxed thread onto the top edge of the 2nd ruffle.  Once that’s done, pin it at the quarter 

marks, then place it on top of the 1st tier, lining up the pins and making sure the pieces are right side to 

right side.  Gather the waxed thread until the 2nd tier matches the 1st tier in terms of length. (Same as 

before, but only into quarters instead of eighths) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-21 Stitch the 2nd tier 

Stitch the second tier to the 1st tier, like we did in step 5-13.  You 

now have one-half of the petticoat done! 

  



5-22 Repeat on opposite side 

On the next 2nd tier (that is lying above the 1st tier in the photo),  repeat steps 5-19 to 5-21, with the pins 

lining up on the other LENGTH side of the 1st tier, ending on the opposite side of the other tiers.  We 

now have a center piece twice the height of every other tier, with tiers almost exploding out on both top 

and bottom.  Every piece of fabric should now be attached together, and facing the same way (good side 

up, with no visible seams or fraying) 

  



 

5-25 Fold it in half lengthwise 

Remember when we marked the center of the height of the 1st tier?  Now 

we’re going to line up those two marks, folding the whole thing in half.  

Every tier will touch itself as it goes up and down, and we will sew it all 

together to make a very odd tube.  You will have one set of tiers/ruffles 

on the top, and one set on the bottom. 

 

 

Start at the mark in the middle and 

sew down the bottom, then go back to 

the middle and sew up the top (flipping 

the garment around).  It will be much 

easier to handle and line up nicer.  Each 

tier should line up with itself as you sew it 

 

 

 

 

OPTIONAL STEP: RIBBON BINDING 

Once again, if your fabric frays, you can 

choose to cover this seam with the same 

ribbon used to cover the seam allowance. 

Trim the seam allowance down to 2mm-

6mm.  Stitch the ribbon down on top of 

the seam.  Once it is fully attached, flip to 

the underside.  Now, fold the ribbon over, 

and stitch it down again in the same spot, 

so that it stitches through both layers. 

If you are comfortable sewing, you can simply fold the ribbon in half 

lengthwise and stitch down along the edge, catching both sides at 

once. 



5-26 Folding for the last time 

Okay, now we’re almost done!  On the right side of the crinoline, find the 

middle of the 1st tier.  We’re going to fold it along the length of that tier, 

so that the first tier is folded in half, and one set of ruffles sits inside the 

other set of ruffles. 

Along the top edge of the 1st tier is now the waist, with the ruffles going 

down to be the actual crinoline.  All that’s left is adding the elastic at the 

waist to hold it up. 

 

5-27 Elastic Casing 

Along the top edge, mark 2.5cm on either side of the seam.  Pin 

around the whole edge, making sure that the tiers line up 

(ensuring that it is, in fact, folded in half properly). 

Measure your elastic width, and add 5mm to the measurement.  

Then sew this width 2.5cm from the seam all the way around, 

ending 2.5cm from the seam on the other side (where you had 

pinned it).  This open part is where we will put the elastic in (it 

should be 5cm total) 

 

  



5-28 Feeding the elastic through 

Open the crinoline, and go between the 

ruffle layers to see the inside of the top edge 

where you just sewed.  Find the seam, and 

the opening that we left (approximately 

5cm).  Pin one side of the elastic to the fabric 

of the crinoline – this stops the edge from 

slipping in while you’re feeding it through. 

 

 

Place a safety pin on the other end of the elastic, then put that end in 

one side of the opening. 

On the right side of the fabric, use the 

safety pin to pull the elastic through.  A 

safety pin is much easier to feel 

through the elastic. 

The fabric will gather as you move the 

elastic through – this is what we want. 

Once you have the elastic all the way 

through, pull it back through the hole – 

we now have 2 ends of the elastic. 

PRO-TIP: Be careful when you’re pulling the elastic through the waistband, and make sure it doesn’t turn 

on you!  It’s easy to flub, and it’s very uncomfortable.  Take a moment not to make sure it’s lying flat. 



5-29 Sewing the elastic 

Pull extra elastic from both ends out of the waistband hole.  The 

fabric will gather and scrunch up – this is okay for now.  Make sure 

your elastic is lying flat and lay one side on top of the other.  Pin it 

in place. 

Now sew up and down the 

overlap of elastic to stick the 

two pieces together.  I 

recommend a zigzag stitch on 

this, with a length of 2-3.  

 

 

 

 

5-30 Closing the waistband 

Flip the crinoline back to right-side out.  Your waistband should be 

super scrunched up.  Pull at it gently, and the elastic will ‘pop’ back 

into the hole (slide itself in), and the gathering will equal itself out.  

In some cases, you have to play with the material a bit to even it 

out. 

Once you have the elastic all 

in the casing, you can stitch 

close the hole that we first 

had left open (the 5cm). 

  



5-31 Try it on 

Now that you’ve finished sewing it, try in on and have fun! 

  



Step 6: Wear and Care 

Now that your crinoline/petticoat is done, you need to think about storage and care of it. 

For short term storage – while you’re building the costume and planning on wearing it within the next 

few months, I recommend hanging it somewhere.  You want to keep it from getting crushed as much as 

possible. 

For long-term storage - most crinolines can be squished down – putting it into a plastic bag and vacuum 

sealing it can really help make it take up less space. 

Whenever you are getting ready to use it, I suggest taking a moment to fluff the two layers individually. 

Shake them out and let them breathe. 

To wash your crinoline, wash it the same way you pre-washed the fabric.  Since we used 2 (or more) 

fabrics, wash it by the most delicate fabric’s suggestions.  

I wash all of my costumes with cold water and almost always hang them to dry. 

If you wear clothes under your crinolines (shorts, leggings, etc) chances are that it won’t need washing 

that often.  Especially since this style is shorter and won’t be on the ground. 

 

 

Good luck crafting, and please show me how you use this pattern! 

 

Twitter: @Lossien 

Instagram: @lossiengxg 

Facebook: Lossien 


